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good, omnipotent in knowing all our actions and all
our intentions, and in proportioning our reward to our
deserts.

Thus the religious instinct of man is justified, and to
the need that we feel of reverting to a primary (muse
and to a perfect intellect to explain the existence and the
order of the physical world is added, to confirm and eluci-
date it, the need of finding in this same God the supreme
principle of perfection and of justice; the supreme con-
sciousness which enlightens all consciousness, and upon
which all consciousness depends; which reveals itself to us
here below through moral law, the expression of its perfec-
tion; and which satisfies fully in a higher life the faith
in justice which God has placed in us.

The belief in the immortality of the soul, and the be-
lief in Providence have been called the two postulates
of moral consciousness. As the uniformity of geometric
truths depends upon postulates, that is, upon truths which
reason must of necessity admit, though it can give no
exact demonstration of them, so our moral faith, our
faith in virtue and in justice, presupposes these two sub-
lime beliefs, which we cannot prove as we would a the-
orem, but which we cannot doubt without doubting duly
and virtue.1

GOD

Consider the universe: it is immense, and in all its
workings there is an order which you must admire.

Thus, upon our earth we see the change of seasons,
the vegetation of plants, the continual reproduction of
animals.

Beyond our earth there are other worlds where every-
thing is regulated as upon ours.

1J. G&ard, Morale, pp. 316-317.